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Lieutenant of Ireland.    Lord Beaconsfield had the isso.
genius of the unexpected, and the contents of this
remarkable document excited general surprise.    It
contained no  reference to   any legislation,  past,
present, or prospective, for England or for Scot-
land.     It was a manifesto  against Home Rule,
which it described as "a danger, in its ultimate
results, scarcely less disastrous than pestilence and
famine,"    "All men  of light and leading" were
urged to  resist  this  "destructive  doctrine,"  the
"disintegration  of  the  United   Kingdom."     No
other topic  was discussed, but the  country was
assured that "peace rests on the presence, not to
say the ascendency, of England in the Councils of
Europe."    This letter gave the Liberal party the
Irish vote without the need for any exertions of
their own.    Three days after its appearance Lord March n.
Hartington  replied to  it  in   an   address to  the
electors  of  North - East  Lancashire,  whither he
migrated from the Radnor Boroughs.   He declared
plainly that he regarded Home Rule as imprac-
ticable and  mischievous.    But  he  deplored  the
language of passionate exaggeration, and recom-
mended " equal laws " as a remedy for Irish dis-
content.    Mr.  Gladstone wrote to the people of
Midlothian in similar terms, and the attempt to
confound   Liberals  with   Home   Rulers   entirely
failed.    Even Mr. John Morley, who stood for
Westminster   on  much   the   same   principles   as
Mill,   refused   to   follow  the   example  of  Lord
Ramsay by promising to vote   for   Mr.   Shaw's
motion, and the one conspicuous Home Ruler in
England was Mr. Cowen of Newcastle, a Radical,
almost revolutionary,   politician,   but   an   ardent
supporter of Lord Beaconsfield in foreign affairs.
Mr. Gladstone, however, as well as Lord Harting-
ton, made too light of Lord Beaconsfield's ** terrify-
ing   insinuations."     Whether  or not  they were
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